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‘MADE IN CHINA’

A SYMBOL FOR 

PEACE AND UNITY 

AN ILLEGAL PAINTING,

IN SEARCH OF A 

PERMANENT PLACE



The Tibetan people in China 

are not allowed  to celebrate 

the Dalai Lama’s birthday

and Chinese authorities 

have reinforced the ban 

on pictures of His Holiness. 

This is why ‘Made in China’ 

was created.



The seed of this 

project was planted

in 2009 on a journey 

to Lhasa, Tibet.

Watch the video 4:53”



Oppressed Tibetans, soldiers everywhere.



After extensive research, 

the project ‘Made in China’ 

was started in 2012. 

Without knowing, sixteen 

artists in China painted 

a piece of the Dalai Lama. 

They were invited to produce 

‘abstract’ impressionistic oil 

paintings, based on photos 

uploaded onto their websites. 



Each picture was a part of the 

portrait, but was rotated and 

named ‘Free’, ‘More’, ‘Love’, 

‘Fearless’, and the like. 

Together the sixteen Chinese 

painters created an illegal and 

iconic painting, symbolizing 

peace and unity in many 

different ways. 







THE MORE YOU ARE 

MOTIVATED BY LOVE, 

THE MORE FEARLESS 

AND FREE YOUR 

ACTION WILL BE

Sent to Europe and put together, 

the sixteen seemingly random 

titles form a quotation of the 

Dalai Lama: 

‘THE MORE YOU ARE 

MOTIVATED BY LOVE, 

THE MORE FEARLESS AND 

FREE YOUR ACTION WILL BE’ 

Like the old Tibetan thankas 

the saying is written on the 

backside of the artwork, 

completing the image and 

intensifying the message.



It was well received by the press.



On the Dalai Lama’s 

birthday, the artist, 

a group of Tibetans  

and International 

Campaign for Tibet, 

went to the Chinese 

embassy to offer a 

birthday cake as a 

gesture of friendship. 

The trip started at 

the Peace Palace 

in The Hague.



They were welcomed 

by helicopters and the 

police. The door was 

closed in front of them. 

Journalists of Reuters, 

national radio and tv 

couldn’t prevent it.

Watch the video 4:44”



They almost got arrested, but The Hague’s mayor understood 

the message and decided to leave them in peace. 



The journey 

continued to 

the Dutch 

government, 

they were 

still secretly

followed by 

security guards.



The tour finished in Amsterdam, to celebrate the Dalai Lama’s birthday, warmly invited by the Tibetan community in the Netherlands.



The smaller 16-part painting 

was presented to His Holiness, 

when he visited the Netherlands 

in 2014. It was a gift from 

United Nations for a Free Tibet. 

Dalai Lama’s quote on the back:

‘WE FORGET THAT DESPITE 

THE SUPERFICIAL DIFFERENCES 

BETWEEN US, PEOPLE ARE 

EQUAL IN THEIR BASIC WISH 

FOR PEACE AND HAPPINESS’



The large 3 x 4 meter 

(6.5 x 13 ft) painting 

has been exhibited 

regularly since then, 

during events and in 

iconic buildings.

Beurs van Berlage, 

Amsterdam



In the center room of 

historical Fort Asperen. 



At Art Zaanstad, 

in an old factory 

building.



At the IJssel Biennial (left), and in New York, 

where one eye was on display and sold.



‘MADE IN CHINA’ 

IS A SYMBOL FOR PEACE AND UNITY, 

AND IT DESERVES A PLACE WHERE 

IT WILL BE ON PERMANENT DISPLAY, 

VISIBLE TO THE PUBLIC, 

TO REMIND US OF THIS IMPORTANT 

MESSAGE TO THE WORLD, AND TO PAY

 RESPECT TO THE 14TH DALAI LAMA.
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